are particularly pertinent and excellent. Other pleasing features are the case reports at the beginning of each chapter, which not only introduce each topic but also promote thought and discussion.
Each page includes a blank column which is used to highlight important points. This significantly adds to the number of pages, and it may have been more effective to summarize important matters at the end of each chapter. References vary from recent and relevant to unhelpful and old. There are some surprising references to publications that are more than twenty to thirty years old.
There are a number of disappointments and criticisms. The reader who seeks guidance on specific matters may be confused by imprecise advice and will be uncomfortable with some recommendations and statements. The following are examples. Central venous pressure "can provide" (and on the same page "does not provide") information about intravascular volume (p. 39). Recommended fluid challenge of 0.5 to 2 litres electrolyte solution for suspected hypovolaemia requires qualification (p. 22). In discussion of postoperative bleeding, "several hours may elapse before anyone recognizes that the patient has received a further 6 to 8 units of blood and most likely requires operative intervention" (p. 49). The recommendation that all electrolytes should be analyzed daily (p. 50) could have been modified, and should address specific electrolytes and consideration of costs. The reader may not agree with defining hypokalaemia as potassium level less than 4.5 mmol/l (p. 7), treating hypokalaemia with potassium chloride 40-60 mmol over three hours (p. 172), loading dose of digoxin 1.5 mg over two hours for atrial fibrillation (p. 161), propofol infusion for sedation in children (p. 362), or aprotonin infusion in unselected patients for coronary artery graft (p. 432). Dopamine infusion in acute renal insufficiency receives critical analysis, although this is followed by the surprising remark that "obviously we always use low dose dopamine" (p. 413). The case report on acute electrolyte balance (p. 121) gives inadequate information on renal function. Editing is sometimes poor and examples include repeated descriptions of creatinine clearance and central anticholinergic syndrome. Typographical errors are found with nitroglycerine dosage (p. 14) and with description of vessels used in arteriovenous haemofiltration (p. 414).
In the overall context of the book, these matters are relatively minor. Both specialists and trainees will benefit not only from reviewing current practice but also from being stimulated occasionally to disagree with some of the matters raised. This book is valuable for individual clinicians who manage surgical patients The Handbook of Clinical Anesthesia is a pocketsized reference manual covering the entire range of anaesthesia practice from basic principles through to anaesthetic management and perioperative care. Each chapter is abstracted from a parallel chapter in the textbook "Clinical Anesthesia" by the same editors. The handbook is designed to supplement the textbook by providing a summary of essential information which is easily accessed at the bedside.
The format of the third edition of the handbook has changed slightly to parallel the changes in the third edition of the textbook. There are now 57 chapters divided into six sections. New chapters include "Anesthesia as a Specialty", "Practice Management", "Experimental Design and Statistics", "Professional Liability, Risk Management, and Quality Improvement", "Value Based Anesthesia Management", "Electrical Safety", and "Cellular and Molecular Mechanisms of Anesthesia". The updated appendix now contains difficult airway algorithms and American Society of Anesthesiologists standards for monitoring, as well as physiological formula, an electrocardiographic atlas, an extensive drug list, and the American Heart Association resuscitation protocols.
Although the book provides only the briefest overview of the topics covered, it fulfils its role as an up-to-date pocket-sized handbook. It is less successful in the coverage of subspecialty areas such as cardiac anaesthesia, paediatric and neonatal anaesthesia, and obstetric anaesthesia, which many readers will find too brief. Similarly, it is too brief to serve as a satisfactory introductory text for medical students or anaesthesia trainees. The book will be of most use to readers of the accompanying textbooks "Clinical Anesthesia". Nevertheless, it also stands alone as a basic summary of essential information required by practising anaesthetists.
N. GIBBS Sir Charles Gairdner Hospital, Perth, W.A.
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